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Planning to deliver the workshop 
 
Presenter expertise 
 
Presenters should be familiar with the National Statement and the ASSfA resource, including 
the units of work. They should also be familiar with Access Asia resources relevant to the 
Arts and have a sound knowledge of relevant State or Territory curriculum documents. 
 
Resources required 
 
Participants will need access to copies of the National Statement and the ASSfA resource, 
as well as access to relevant national, State/Territory, school and faculty curriculum 
documents.  Internet access, audio-visual equipment including screen and speakers will be 
needed. Listed below are the resources and materials that presenters will need to deliver 
each activity. 
 
Activity 1: Engaging with Asia through the Arts 
 

•  Overhead projector  
•  Data projector  
•  Computer with Internet access  
•  Audio-visual equipment and speakers 
•  Whiteboard and pens  

•  PPT 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
• ASSfA 
• The National Statement  
• Worksheet 1 

 
Activity 2: ASSfA and the units 
 

•  PPT 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7  
•  ASSfA  
•  the ASSfA Arts units  
•  Worksheet 2 
•  State/Territory curriculum documents 

 
Activity 3: Resources and pedagogies 
 

•  Worksheet 2 
•  Sticky notes 
•  Whiteboard or butcher’s paper 
•  Internet access 
•  Resource 1 

 
Extended activity: Focus on the ASSfA units 
 

•  as for Activities 2 and 3, and 
•  Worksheet 3 

 
Activity 4: The Plan 
 

• Worksheet 4 
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The Professional Learning Workshop 
 
Patterns of delivery 
 
This professional learning workshop is suitable for a variety of settings such as conferences, 
professional association or network meetings and for use in individual schools. The flexibility 
of its design means that presenters can adopt a number of delivery options and adapt the 
content to the needs of a particular audience. The activities can be delivered discretely or 
sequentially, depending on local needs. The material allows presenters to deliver:   

• the program in its entirety within the context of a conference or a curriculum day  
• a shorter version of the workshop within the context of a conference or a curriculum day  
• the workshop as discrete activities over a series of network or professional 

association meetings  
• a shorter version of the workshop in an after-school session or faculty meeting.  

 
The following outlines the time allocation and activities included in each of the workshop 
activities.  
 

Title Suggested time allocation Activities 

Activity 1: 
Engaging with Asia 
through the Arts 

 

30 minutes  • Introduction  
• The National Statement 

Activity 2: 
ASSfA and the 
units  

 

60 minutes • ASSfA 
• The units 

Activity 3: 
Resources and 
pedagogies 

 

15 minutes • Pedagogies that develop cultural 
understanding 

• Resources online and in the 
community 

Extended activity: 
Focus on the 
ASSfA Units 
 

90-120 minutes • Resource review 
• Exploring the ASSfA units 

 

Activity 4: 
The Plan 

15 minutes  • Opportunities and barriers 
• Working together for change 
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How the suggested format could be adapted 

The workshop can be tailored to participants’ needs: 
• A brief introduction to the National Statement and the ASSfA: Activity 1 and Activity 2   
• Studies of Asia and Australia — opportunities in the Arts learning area: Activity 2   
• Undertake the Extended activity which combines Activities 2 and 3 to create a new 

teacher-focused activity that maximises opportunities to examine the ASSfA units of 
work:  

-  Accessing curriculum resources  
-  Supporting professional learning needs  
-  Embedding ‘Asia and Australia’ content in Arts learning programs 
-  Whole school change strategies (focus on Networks and Resources)  
-  Sharing plans  

• If participants are already familiar with the National Statement, the workshop might begin 
at Activity 2 and focus on the Unit Outlines Resource  

• Participants within a single jurisdiction could spend more time looking at their own 
curricula documents  

• A broad and general audience might spend less time on Activity 4.  
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Activity 1: Engaging students with Asia through the Arts 
 
Objectives 

• To provide educators with a rationale for promoting understanding of 
contemporary and traditional arts disciplines and forms in the cultures of 
Asia and Australia in their schools and systems 

• To allow participants to share information and ideas on the importance of an 
Asia-inclusive curriculum 

• To introduce participants to the National Statement for Engaging Young 
Austr alians wi th Asi a in Australian Schools.  

 
Presenter guidelines 
 

This activity introduces the National Statement for Engaging Young Australians with Asia in 
Australian Schools as part of a cohesive package of curriculum tools that supports a growing 
need for engagement with Asia and provides a context for exploring the ASSfA resource in 
Activity 2.  
  
Linking with State and Territory curriculum  
 

It is important that, wherever possible, participants are invited to make links to their own arts 
knowledge, teaching situation, school, State or Territory curriculum documents and 
supporting resources. Throughout the activity, aim to encourage discussion and sharing of 
knowledge of Asian arts forms and traditions and ways of engaging students in Australian 
schools.  
  
Establishing prior knowledge  
 

As participants introduce themselves to the group, presenters should encourage them to 
comment on their own awareness and/or the way their school/institution approaches: 

• studies of Asia in general, and studies of Asia within the arts 
• a growing or changing need for engagement with Asia  
• the need for specific advice and support for professional learning to incorporate a 

focus on Asian arts forms and traditions in Arts programs for students at different 
levels of schooling. 

 
Discussion prompts 
 

Responses to the prompts will be influenced by participants’ experiences and the 
demographics of the schools they work in, just as the extent of influences between arts 
forms discussed by participants will vary. Discussion of these issues might focus on how 
traditional practices are still evident in contemporary works or how a form traditional to one 
culture has been adapted in another culture.  
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Time Activity/Input Resources required 

5 minutes Introduction and aims 
1.  Welcome participants and discuss overall aims 

of the professional learning program and 
provide an outline of each activity. 

2.  Ask participants to indicate briefly their 
knowledge and areas of interest about Asian 
arts traditions, forms and ways of working: 
• how they already include a focus on Asian 

arts in their classrooms 
• how they use student knowledge and prior 

learning about Asian arts. 
 
Use this information to determine areas of interest 
that can be a focus during the workshop. 

PPT 1.1, 1.2 & 1.3 
 

10 minutes Cultural influences and Arts connections 
As a group, list broad categories of arts forms that 
are common across Australian and Asian 
cultures.  For example:  

• circus 
• contemporary popular singing 
• ceramics 
• body art 
• dramatic story-telling.  

 
In pairs or arts discipline groups, select one of the 
listed arts forms and discuss:  

• influence of one or more of technology, 
spirituality/religious practice, social 
customs and day-to-day life on this 
contemporary example of the chosen arts 
form  

• how this form is represented across 
contemporary Australian and Asian 
cultures  

• similarities and differences between Asian 
and Australian arts traditions and ways of 
working.  

 
Record ideas using Worksheet 1.  

Whiteboard or butcher’s 
paper, markers, and, as 
required to show arts 
works, display boards, 
Internet access, screen, 
CD/DVD player and 
speakers 
 
Images/excerpts that 
represent examples of 
contemporary arts works 
in the same forms created 
by Australian and Asian 
artists 
 
Worksheet 1–1 
 
Examples might be drawn 
from 
- Resources listed in 

ASSfA and at 
www.asiaeducation.ed
u.au 

- online galleries 
- online video/audio 

examples 
- resources from artists 

and performers who work 
between Asia and 
Australia 
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Time Activity/Input Resources required 

10 minutes The documents: The Nati onal Statement 
Show participants the National Statement and 
explain that it builds on the former Studies of Asia 
Statement and reflects the work undertaken by all 
education jurisdictions since 1993.  
 
Focus on key messages from pp. 4–6 in the 
National Statement and discuss the question: 
How can knowledge and understanding of 
contemporary Asian and Australian culture and 
arts practice contribute to realisation of these 
goals for a future Australia? 

National Statement 
PPT 1.4 
Worksheet 1–2 
 

5 minutes Conclusion 
Consider connections between the key messages 
of the Statement and opportunities for arts 
education.  
 
Record ideas on Worksheet 1–2. 

Worksheet 1–2 
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Activity 1 — PPT 
  
PPT 1.1  
Aims of the workshop  

• Introduce educators to the National Statement for Engaging Young Australians with 
Asia in Australian Schools (the National Statement) and the Asia Scope and 
Sequence for the Arts (ASSfA) resource 

• Introduce units of work developed to support the ASSfA  
• Provide opportunities for educators to reflect on current practice and opportunities for 

engaging young Australians with Asia through the Arts 
 
PPT 1.2 
Aims of the workshop (cont’d)  

• Assist educators in their planning so that they can incorporate use of the National 
Statement, ASSfA and the units in their future practice to introduce or strengthen 
engagement with Asia  

• Encourage educators to view the National Statement, the ASSfA and the units as a 
resource package that complements their own State/Territory curriculum initiatives  

 
PPT 1.3 
Key sections of, and links from, the National Statement  

• Purpose of the Statement p. 3 
• Australia and Asia pp. 4–6 
• Defining Asia p. 7 
• An Asia-engaged young Australian p. 8 
• Education: Engaging young Australians with Asia, six interlinked elements p. 10 
• Links to other national priorities pp. 13–15 
• Support for studies of Asia and Australia p. 20 

 
PPT 1.4 
The National Statement for Engaging Young Australians with Asia in 
Australian Schools 
 
Knowledge and understanding of Asia makes an important contribution to: 

• being good neighbours and responsible citizens 
• harmonious Australia 
• creative Australia  
• prosperous Australia. 

 
How can knowledge and understanding of contemporary Asian and Australian culture 
and arts practice contribute to each of these aspirations? 


