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arly next year, the AEF will publish a book based on
teachersÕ experiences of including studies of Asia
across the curriculum. More than forty teachers from

Access Asia schools in  each state and territ ory  have
contributed to this publication.

The book will celebrate the achievements of Access Asia schools,
now numbering more than 1500 across Australia. It will also provide
advice and encouragement - direct, relevant and practical - to
assist educators who are working towards the inclusion of studies of
Asia in the curriculum and school community.  Forty teacher stories
were collected from Access Asia schools

The book begins by describing the motivations of those involved:
what got them interested. As you might expect those moments
vary. There are travellers, students of Asia, people pressed into service
to meet school demands, language teachers who saw possibilities
in spreading aspects of their work, teachers who were worried about
the way they were catering for their multicultural student population,
and others who have been deeply influenced by professional
development experiences.

It continues with an
analysis of how
people Ôgot things
goingÕ at the school
level. Even though
circumstances vary
w idely, t here are
common elements in
this process.

A further section deals
with common problems - lack of interest from colleagues and shortage of resources
(time, money and personnel), for example. But in most cases, the authors talk about
how they have worked their way past these hurdles.

And what are the results like? This section has produced some of the most exciting
extracts. Some of those responding have found the process has instigated a whole
renewal of interest in their work as teachers. Others describe how the introduction of
the program has had an impact across the teaching and learning practices of the
whole school. Others are easily able to trace the effects on students.

The stories contain consistent references to the impact of participation in the various
in-country fellowship (TICFA) programs, the support and direction gained through the
professional development and network activities and the attractiveness and quality of
the curriculum resource materials made available through Studies of Asia strategies.

Teacher Stories of Change will be available in February 2001.
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Students at Beckenham Primary School, Western Aust ralia Ð
one of the schools who cont ributed to the forthcoming AEF
publicat ion.
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managerÕs report

Planning for the future
The Asia Education Foundation welcomed recent
advice from the Commonwealth Department of
Education, Training and Youth Affairs (DETYA) that
the AEF has been built into government forward
estimates for a further four years.  While this is subject
to annual Ministerial review and approval, it is
important news for the AEF and its partners and for
the promotion of studies of Asia in schools.

At the AEF national meeting in October the national
team, including state and territory AEF advisors,
DETYA and AEF national office staff undertook a
strategic planning exercise to review the current
environment for studies of Asia in schools and identify
key strategic directions for a fourth triennium: 2001-
4.  Supporting studies of Asia that demonstrate depth
and breadth, measuring the impact of our work on
students, schools and teachers, continuing the
provision of practical, quality programs and further
utilising in formation and communicat ion
technologies were identified by the group as
meriting a strengthened priority in the future.

An Interim Report from the independent evaluation
of the AEFÕs third triennium is due in December 2000
and will also guide future planning.  AEF planning
occurs on a triennial basis and a draft strategic plan
July 2001 Ð June 2004 w ill be prepared for
consideration by the national team at the next
meeting in March 2001.

Kathe Kirby, Manager

State/Territory AEF Advisors
The AEF welcomes Lily Chan to the position of AEF
Advisor in the Northern Territory. The AEF thanks Liz
Pearse (NT), Kiraly Middleton and Corine Cordes
(ACT) for their excellent work in 1999-2000.

Access Asia School Pr ograms
Around Australia
Access Asia schools have grown to 1543 this year.
Action around Australia includes:

¥ a ÔvirtualÕ online conference for student s in
Western Australia, tit led ÔTim or in  TurmoilÕ,
attracted key speakers from Timor and Australia
and a large student audience

¥ the seventh annual Teaching about Asia in
Victorian Schools Conference attracted 160
teachers for the two-day program

¥ the Tasmanian program is focusing on providing
professional development for teachers of Arts,
English and SOSE as well as in itiatives for
teachers in outlying schools

¥ The South Australian program has forged a
part nership w ith  t he Adelaide Botanical
Gardens to develop curriculum resources on
flora from Asia

¥ Asia in Schools Week in the NT was launched
by the Minister of Education, The Honourable
Chris Lugg in late September

¥ 6000 Years 2-8 students in the ACT were treated
to a performance of Kera Putih (The White
Monkey) by the Jigsaw Theatre Company as
part of Asia in Schools Week

¥ the NSW Access Asia program has launched an
internet strategy Ð Access Asia Online Ð a  website
for all aspects of the Access Asia Program in NSW.

Cordes - ACT at the AEF National Meeting in October.
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managerÕs report
Strategic partner of the National
Asian L anguages and Studies in
Australian Schools (NAL SAS)
Task force

The AEF is identified as a strategic partner in the
NALSAS Strategy Phase 2 Strategic Plan, 1999-2002.
The AEF has worked to support NALSAS outcomes
since 1995 and to date has collaborated on 14
national collaborative projects in the studies of Asia
including Asia EdNet, the Studies of Asia Professional
Development Modules and materials including
Snapshots of Asia, Voices and Values and a set of
three English anthologies

The AEF continues
to col laborate
with NALSAS and
will undertake the
follow ing new
projects in 2000-01:

¥ The Student
Baseline Data
Survey w ill
collect and
analyse data
on w hat
A u st r al i an
students know
and understand
about Asia.  The survey will be conducted
nationally in 2001 at primary and secondary
levels of schooling.  The survey, the first of its kind,
will aim to provide critical indicators to state/
territory jurisdictions and national collaborative
bodies such as the AEF and the NAL SAS
Taskforce, to assist in  the identification of
appropriate curriculum support and teacher
professional development strategies to further
the work already occurring in this area. The data
will have the capacity to be built on in a range
of ways for future research and data collection
to monitor progress and inform planning.

T h e Stu d en t Basel i n e Data Su rvey  wi l l
collect and  analyse d ata on what A ustralian
stud ents know and  und erstand  ab out A sia.
The survey , the fi rst of its k ind , will aim  to
p rov id e crit ical ind icators to state/territory
jurisd ictions and  national collab orative bod ies
such as the A EF and  the NA LSA S Task force, to
assi st in  th e id en ti f ication of ap p rop r iate
curriculum  sup p ort and  teacher p rofessional
d evelop ment strategies. 

¥ Scan of Studies of Asia in Pre Service Teacher
Education. The NALSAS Taskforce and the AEF
have recognised the critical importance of
teacher training in sustaining the inclusion of
studies of Asia in schools. The AEF will partner the
Taskforce in undertaking a scan of the current
inclusion of studies of Asia in all pre-service
education courses in Australia.  The report will
provide indicators for action in this area.

¥ Asia EdNet, managed by Curriculum Corporation
and the AEF, has been extended to December
2002 with new developments linking to LOTE
teachers and Asian Studies experts online.

¥ The AEF has partnered Curriculum Corporation
and t he Asian

S t u d i e s
Association of
Australia to
develop a CD
ROM for senior
English students,
Asia Through
Asian Eyes. The
first in the series
w ill focus on
Indonesia and
provide access
for students to a
large range of

m u l t i - m ed ia
texts  concerned

with Indonesia. Contextual information and
curriculum activities will be included. A ÔChinaÕ
CD in the series is also being planed.

¥ The AEF has developed a national professional
development Ôtrain the trainerÕ program to
promote use of the NALSAS resource, Studies of
Asia C urriculum Support Document.
Professional development training sessions will
occur in all states and territories in the next few
months.  This program aims to focus on the
development of depth, breath and sequence
in studies of Asia curriculum planning in schools.

 Since 1992 the Asia Ed ucation Found ation has worked  with schools, government and
non-government ed ucation agencies, universit ies, p hilanthrop ic found ations and  the
corp orate sector to:
¥ Promote and support the study of Asia across all curriculum areas in Australian schools
¥ Develop Asia related print and electronic materials for Australian school children
¥ Promote the study of Asia within teacher education
¥ Educate the broader community about the importance of school students undertaking studies of Asia.

There are three major national programs:
¥ Curriculum Development

Curriculum Development produces national guidelines for the study of Asia and the Access Asia series of print and
electronic publications.

¥ Schools Development
Schools Development initiates and resources a national network of Access Asia schools to introduce and develop

studies of Asia in all curriculum areas.
¥ Partnerships and Professional Development

The Partnerships and Professional Development Program develops strategic alliances with Asian and Australian
education, philanthropic, corporate, government and university bodies to support the studies of Asia in schools
through teacher education. 

AEF NEWS4
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managerÕs report
L inking L atitudes 2001 :
Shanghai, China

To date 225 delegates have registered for the
AEFÕs second international conference. 134 of
these have received funding support from
government , cat hol ic and independent
education sectors across Australia.  160 places
have been purchased for the pre and post
conference fieldwork program. Registration
closes on 1 December!

I n Country Experience and
Teacher Exchanges

A record number of 162 Australian teachers and
35 teachers from Korea, India and Indonesia will
participate in one of ten study tours and three
exchange programs in  2000-2001 to India,
Vietnam, Japan, China (2), Cambodia and
Thailand, Korea (2), Indonesia and Nepal.

Opportun ities for Teacher
Professional Development via
Distance Ð Studies of Asia for
Teachers

The first delivery of the Studies of Asia for Teachers
distance course is being delivered in Semester
2, 2000.  The evaluation of the initial delivery will
inform the development of the final five modules.
During 2001 teachers will be able to complete
a graduate course offered by the University of
Tasmania and Flinders University. This course will
include cross-curriculum subjects as well as
subjects with a SOSE, Arts and English focus. For
more information, check out the web site:

http://asia-for-teachers.educ.utas.edu.au

National Awards for Access
Asia Website

ÔC hina Ð a virt ual journeyÕ Ð Winner of
the Australian Publishers Design Award for
Best Designed website, 1999. Based on an
AEF Study Tour, the C hina web site,Êto
quote the judges, delivers:

....good in formation elegantly and
ef f icient ly. ... is in t imate in  st y le,
easi ly nav igable and obv iously
created w ith  passion and care. It s
strength lies in  being really invit ing
for the reader to explore it.

ÔSnapshot s of  AsiaÕ websi te was also
shortlisted for t h is award.

ÔIndonesiaÕ Ð Winner of t he Aust ralian
Award f or Excel lence in Educat ional
Publish ing in  t he Best  Primary website
category. The judges report  states that
they were:

...im pressed w it h  t he well chosen
links, the excellent navigation and
t he qualit y of  t he material made
available and accessible.

ÔGo IndonesiaÕ Ð a site for primary and
lower secondary students Ð was launched
in October as part tw o of the web based
Indonesia st rategy  f unded by  t he
Aust ralia-Indonesia Inst it u te. A si te for
LOTE teachers w ill  complete t he series
early in  2001.

Kathe Kirby
Manager, Asia Education Foundation

ÔCh i n a Ð a v i r tu al
journeyÕ Ð Winner of the
A u st ral ian  Pu b l i sh ers
Design A ward  for Best
Design ed  Web  si t e,
1999. 

Therese Regan at DaisenÕ in Subtemple Kyoto, TICFA
program, Japan, April 2000



AEF NEWS6

AUSTRA LIAN CAPI TA L
TERRI TORY
School Snapshots

Asia EdNet has been a major focus of professional
development in the ACT from June to September.
Pairs of teachers, who had undertaken the training
provided by the AEF, led five one-day workshops
catering for the range of teacher expertise. The
impact of this professional development has
included incorporation of new knowledge and skills
into teaching programs in the studies of Asia.

Following on from a highly engaging School
Coordinat orsÕ Day, t he Nort hside net w ork
organised a pract ical afternoon w orkshop
involving the following four mini activities:
¯ Chinese calligraphy with Peter Chu, Secretary

of the ACT Chinese TeachersÕ Association
¯ Indonesian dance with teacher, Chiau Gee

¯ Rice paper painting with teacher, Melinda Hall

¯ 0shibori Ð Japanese tie dyeing with teacher,
Joan James

The Southside network attempted to come to a
better understanding of Buddhism with a talk by
the Abbot of  Sakyam uni Buddhist Centre,
Venerable Thich Quang Ba. A follow up visit to
the monastery is planned.

The local Jigsaw Theatre Company staged 23
school performances of Kera Putih (The White
Monkey). Central to t he creation of th is
production has been the philosophy of building
cross-cultural understanding and respect.

A record number of over 130 Year
10, 11 and 12 students attended
the annual ÔBe an Asian Studies
Student for a DayÕ program at the
Australian Nat ional  Universit y.
Students experienced what it is like
to be a universi ty student  by
part icipat ing in  lectures and
tutorials in Asian Languages, Asian
Hist ory, Asian Religions, Asian
Literature, Asian Linguistics and
Contemporary Asian Societies.

access asia schools
he Access Asia Schools Program has grown over eight years to include around 1500 schools across
Australia.  Reports from states and territories highlight the range of achievements and challenges of
the Program.

Achievements have been facilitated through partnerships with a broad range of community, academic,
government and non-government organizations. Other partnerships have led to the development of curriculum
resources and professional development programs. Partnerships with schools and organizations in the region
have contributed to student and teacher knowledge and understandings of the Asia-Pacific region.

Alongside achievements are challenges for the Schools Program.  The major challenge is to meet the needs
of a diverse range of schools, teachers and students in the program coupled with providing depth in curriculum
offerings and teacher professional development activities.  Achieving a balance between reach and impact
is a key question for each state and territory program as they grow and develop.

State/territory reports highlight achievements and challenges as the Schools Program continues to make its
mark on the curriculum map of Australian schools.

Musician, Margaret Bradley involved up to
forty-five students per school in a workshop
ÔExploring Indonesian MusicÕ. Students played
a w ide variet y of Indonesian instruments,
including gamelan and drums, at one point
simultaneously and in harmony.

As Lyneham High School demonstrated, it is not
only students of Japanese who host visitors from
Japan. The school hosted a group of Japanese
students from Nichidai Junior High School,
Nagasaki. The Japanese students were billeted
with host families from the Year 9 English class.
The English class prepared for the visit with a
study of Japanese culture and literature.

The organisation by the Japan Education
Advancement Association was impeccable.

Belconnen High school has noted an increase
in the numbers of Year 7 students continuing
w ith  their LOTE in to Year 8. Many school
activities have contributed to this including a
LOTE day for Year 7. The planning and running
of the day was outsourced to former teacher,
Kerry Davies, of Bali Gardens Educational
Services. Teachers could devote their energies
to supervising students in one activity, each
becoming an expert in that activity.

Stromlo High School students of Japanese and
Indonesian have been involved in  live
broadcasting on community radio station FM
91.1. Teacher Mirriam Jerrems organises this
project.

TT

Students from St Thomas the Apostle school, with Mr Hideki
Onishi from the Japanese embassy during Asia in School Week
activit ies, ACT.
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access asia schools

NEW SOUTH WALES
Online support for Access Asia
teachers

The New South Wales Access Asia web site -
w w w.accessasia.edu. au, went  onl ine in
August and is proving to be a h ighly effective
and popular means through which teachers
obtain program  informat ion and support
available to schools.

The website is designed to provide effective
and efficient support to an increased num ber
of schools including isolated areas; facilitate
networks  over large geographic areas and
ensure that all schools have equal access to,
resources and information provided through
the program.

Online network chat rooms are set to become
an important medium t hrough w hich NSW

network coordinators provide leadership to
schools. Teachers are being encouraged to
visit the website to obtain information about
professional development opportunities, and
to complete and send applications.

Scholarships to t he Linking Latit udes 2001
conference in Shanghai, t he Teacher
Educational Visits (TEV) programs in Vietnam
and C hina and w orkshops on C hina for
primary and secondary school teachers have
all been advertised on the web.

A three-day training program, held in  Sydney
in Oct ober, prov ided an opport unit y for
network coordinators to become skilled in the
use of discussion forums to provide online
leadership to schools. They learnt how to set
up, operate and adm inister t he onl ine
discussion facility and examined strategies for
providing effective online support to schools.

Teachers w ho have received scholarships
t o undertake a Graduate Cert ificate in
Teaching Studies of Asia at the University of
Western Sydney are very familiar wit h online
discussion forums. In  the in terval bet ween
the two on-campus course in tensives, they
entered the universityÕs Ôvirtual classroomÕ and
discussed a num ber of t opics. They also
subm itted assignments electronical ly. The
t went y-eight teachers w ho received
scholarships in 2000 and the fifty-four teachers
who graduated last year will find it easy to
log into the NSW Access Asia web site and
make use of its facilities.

Uni t s of  w ork  designed t o support  t he
implementat ion of the new  Higher School
Cert ificate (HSC ) courses in  Geography,
Society and Culture, Visual Arts and English will
soon be published on www.accessasia.edu.au

Teachers who participated in  the Teacher
Educational Visits (TEV) Program in Vietnam
in January 2000 have developed curriculum
support materials that include:

¯ Ha Long Bay: a case st udy of  an
ecosystem at risk will provide support for
the HSC Geography course

¯ Case studies of six artists who seek to
interpret  t he w orld in  new  ways w ill
provide support for the new HSC course
in Visual Arts

¯ A study of family life and population
changes in Vietnam will cover the HSC
Society and Culture core: Social and
Cultural Continu ity and Change

¯ A study of six poems by Nguyen Duy,
one of V iet nam Õs m ost  proli fic and
popular contem porary  poet s,  w i l l
provide support for the HSC English as a
Second Language course. Nguyen DuyÕs
poems also support a study of the set text
Only the Heart by Brian Caswell and
David Phu An Chiem.

The ACT Access Asia Schools program would not
be the success it is without the commitment of
Access Asia netw ork leaders and school
coordinators. These teachers undergo and offer
train ing program s on studies of Asia and
encourage or coordinate activities promoting
studies of Asia in their schools and across the
networks.

L-R Tanya Meuler, Wagga Wagga  Lutheran School,
Fr ank Br ooks, StudentNet a nd Sa ndr a Sa lama nca,
Tweed River High School at  the Network Coordinators
Training Day held in October, NSW




